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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN OF 
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TORONTO,.December...1L 1th... 19 1.7 


Sir Robert Falconer, 
President, University of Toronto, 

TORONTO. 

My Dear Sir Robert:- 

As promised at my interview with you yesterday, 
I write my views as to the plan which should be followed in 
connection with the endowment which the late Mrs. Isabel Field 
wanted to make for University Sermons. 

I understood from you that there is now a 
voluntary Committee of Colleges in affiliation with the University 
of Toronto, who look after the arrangements relating to these 
Sermons, and that neither the University itself, nor University 
College has any control over the matter. This, of course, is in 
accordance with the University Act which prohibits the teaching 
of theology by the University or University College. So long 
as no endowment existed for the purpose of these Sermons, a 
voluntary Committee without any definite constitution could do 
what is necessary, but the fund of $1000.00 which is now offered 
by Mrs. J. L. Boyd must be held by trustees, and the terms of 
the Trust settled. 

It would not, I think, be convenient to 
constitute the whole Sermons Committee of the Colleges as the 
trustees; it would be better that a smaller body, say three in 


number, should be appointed. At the same time it could not be 


expected that these trustees would perform the duties of the 
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Committee as well as look after the investment of the fund and 


expenditure of the income. I suggest that the Sermons Comm 
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of the Colleges be asked to frame for themselves a constitution 
the chief provisions of which would relate to the manner of their 
appointment, their qualifications and the filling of vacancies, 
together with some general statement of their duties. This 
constitution should provide for the appointment of trustees to 
receive any endowment, and for the use to be made by the trustees 
of the income,or the principal, if the terms of the endowment 
permitted the use of the principal. A very common way of 
providing for the appointment to vacancies, is to allow the 
remaining members of the Committee to fill the vacancies. This 
may not be considered sufficiently democratic in relation to a 
Committee of the kind representing the Colleges, and it probably 
would be wise to make some provision for the election or 
approval by the Colleges of those constituting the Committee, say 
every five years, allowing vacancies to be filled during the 
interval by appointment by the remaining members. 

I have asked Mr. Boyd for some information with 
respect to the Trust; meantime I will retain the draft of the 
proposed Trust Deed which he sent to Mr. Langton. 


I an, 


Yours truly, 
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